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EXPERIENCING THE RESURRECTION |

EASTER 2008

REV. ALLAN BAKER

eginnings are always difficult times — as | said
Btn my first sermon at Newtonbrook on Epiphany,
January 6, 2008. How am [ to begin this first
newsletter piece? Right now I'm staring at a nearly
empty computer screen — holding onto a prayer that
the words will arrive. Has my Muse gone south for
the winter? Andrea asked me to, “Just write a bit
about yourself and about Easter.” Right now I'm
staring at a nearly empty computer screen — holding
onto a prayer that the words will arrive.

I'he experiences that | have had at Newtonbrook have
reassured me that this is the right place at the right
time. God’s Spirit is truly in this place and I feel
exceedingly blessed to be in ministry with this
congregation, and with Brian Nicholson. After a
peripatetic ministry for the past ten years as an
Intentional Interim minister, it feels just right to be
called to be with Newtonbrook as you discern your
future, and begin to follow where God is leading you
at this time in your journey. This long-term “call”
may be like a resurrection experience. More about
that later.

I'he United Church has been my church from the time
that | was baptized as an infant in Collins Bay United
Church, near Kingston, Ont. My life partner, Shari,
and | live in a neighbourhood of Scarborough that is
called Guildwood. We particularly enjoy walking
through the forest and along the top of the
Scarborough Bluffs. It gives us a sense of the
awesomeness of God’s creation. We have one son,

Perrin, who is a post-grad student in microbiology at
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During the process of an interview that lead to my
ordination I was asked a question about the
crucifixion of Jesus. The interviewer, a well know
hymn writer in our United Church, said she had not
heard me attach much significance to Jesus dying on
the cross in my reply to the previous question. I knew
from her published hymns that this was an important
aspect of her faith. 1 also knew that this was the
“tipping point™ question of the interview.

In response, I said that the Roman Empire had
murdered thousands of God's children through the
process of crucifixion. However, for me, the
significance was that Jesus had been raised from
death to life. This made the crucifixion of Jesus
different. Our Christian faith, I dared to say, is an
Easter faith. We believe in the resurrection!

As you know by now, I passed the test.



SUNDAY SERVICES FOR LENT & EASTER

Join us any Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. for inspiring music

Sunday, Feb. 24 Lent 3 - Annual Meeting

Sunday, Mar. 2 Lent 4
Sunday, Mar. 2 Spirit Alive at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, Mar. 9 Lent 5
Sunday, Mar. 16

Thursday, Mar. 20 Taizé service at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Mar.21

Sunday, Mar.23 Easter Service - Communion

Palm/Passion Sunday - Joint service with Taiwanese UC T

Good Friday service with Taiwanese UC T - 10:30 a.m.
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In my journey of faith I have also encountered Bishop
John Spong. He writes that there is something more
meaningful than just believing in the resurrection. “For
only when we live the resurrection will we finally know
the experience of resurrection.” Experience, he writes,
is more profound than belief.

When have you encountered a resurrection-type of
experience in your journey?

An event like resurrection can happen to any of us when
life turns from the mundane into abundant living. The
profuse beauty of God’s world came to me anew one
morning when I looked out from the top of a mountain
in Newfoundland called, Gros Morne; [’ve heard
friends describe the acuity and sharpness of their new
vision after cataract surgery with terms that mean they
are seeing life in a different way; a friend who escaped
from a death threat is thankful that he has renewed life

in another country; a neighbour who was feeling
frightened by the prospect of cancer surgery is
constantly thankful for love shared by family and
friends. As Jesus said, whenever we share compassion
with any of God’s children, we share it with him.

When we share the love that God has placed in our
hearts, in some mysterious way it ripples across the
pond of life and is reflected back to us by an unknown
shoreline.

As we prepare to celebrate Easter, we remember that it
is resurrection that is the keystone that holds our faith
together. Our hope lies in the manner that our lives
become wrapped up in the way of Christ, and we too
Journey through time into timelessness, and through
finitude into infinity.

May we all live the resurrection!
























