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CLOSING OF THE UCW

As presented by Marilyn Reid-Cass at the annual
congregational meeting on February 22, 2009:

This is a sad time for new and old-time members
of the U.C.W. As membership declined, the U.C.W.
went from 13 units of 15-20 women and a full
executive committee of 16 members to about 16-20
members total, including the Steering Committee of 6
members. One day, as we were trying to decide what
to do about our declining membership, one of the
members of the committee looked around at the 6 of
us and said, “This is ridiculous — the six of us trying
to keep the U.C.W. together — three of us on walkers
and the other three on canes.” We then took the idea
of closing down the U.C.W. to the remaining
members. Of course, all of us were sad, so we
decided to keep on for a while, but after a few more
months we decided it just couldn’t work.

We are sincerely grateful to the ladies from
Women Now, who volunteered to come each month
and make coffee and tea, serve the food we brought,
and clean up afterwards. Also, thanks to the Pearson
Place Volunteer Caterers, who prepared and served
our two luncheons each year. You can find their
names in the U.C.W. report on page 29 of the 2009
Annual Report.

When we were deciding if we should close or join
another group in the church, the Women Now -
tongue-in-cheek - suggested we join them and
become “Women Now and Then.”.

We also appreciate the help of our ministers’ time
and advice. Rev. Allan Baker and Brian Nicholson
were often at our meetings. Rev. Allan Baker and
Rev. Dr. Ellen Redcliffe have been extremely
supportive as our Steering Committee made the
difficult decision to conclude our U.C.W. meetings.
By the way, at our last luncheon in November, you
should have seen Ellen serve the meal to us, with
plates lined up her arm! Allan served more easily, for
him, with a tray. We had invited them as our guests
and they surprised us by working for their lunch!

Over the years the U.C.W. served coffee and tea
after worship (with many of our husbands becoming
honourary members of the U.C.W. on Sundays).

We made loaves of sandwiches every month for
the Fred Victor Mission. Several times a year we
packed clothing for the United Church in Happy
Valley, Newfoundland, as well as for an overseas
group, that we seem to remember, was a Mrs. Burgess
and her son Harold, who went to Africa as
missionaries. We also collected and delivered
clothing for the North York Women’s Shelter. We
catered weddings, funerals, church dinners and
banquets for the Rotary and Lions Clubs, Boy Scouts
and Guides. For quite a few years we provided and
served tea, coffee and cookies to New Canadians
after their Citizen Court Ceremonies.

We had three rummage sales a year, earning
$6,000 to $10,000. Before each sale we would take
out clothing for the Fred Victor Mission and the
Massey Centre for mothers and babies. Each time we
would deliver 15 to 20 cartons of clothing, baby
clothes, bedding and kitchen supplies to them. Every
rummage sale we could always count on Jean
McMurray to tell people who complained about a
spot on a piece of clothing that they were buying,
“You take that home and wash it in Ivory Snow and
that mark will be gone!” Many times we would see
people hiding items in their pockets or purses or
changing shoes or coats for their worn ones, but we
figured if they needed it so badly we would look the
other way. One time a member left her glasses on a
table and another member sold them. The same thing
happened with a member’s coat. Another time we had
sorted rummage Thursday night and were back Friday
morning to finish the job before opening at 1 p.m. As
was our usual custom, we each brought our lunch and
sat at the back at 12 noon with a coffee before
opening. During this time someone came onto the
stage area where we kept the New and Nearly New
items and stole a complete set of dishes and not one
of us saw them! We had many bouts of laughter at our
rummage sales, especially when things like this
happened. Rummage sales were a lot of work, but we
never failed to have a lot of good times and
fellowship.

Continued on Page 9.....
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We also had Card Games, Fashion Shows and
Tupperware parties to raise money.

We have, over the years, supplied the funds or
purchased for the church dishwashers, stoves and
refrigerators for both Kkitchens, office equipment,
library books, plumbing repairs and renovations. We
have been able to support from our fundraising efforts
and free-will offerings — The Mission and Service
Fund, Presbyterial U.C.W., the Drop-Inn, the
Benevolent Fund, Sanctuary Guild, Alzheimers
Association, Fred Victor Mission, Massey Centre,
and many, many others, including one of our
favourites — Sleeping Children Around the World.

We have been happy with our meetings — consisting
of Devotionals, Hymn Singing, Business Affairs, and
Fellowship. All of us are sad that we do not have
these meetings to look forward to each month.

We have enjoyed our 46 years of service to our
church and our community.

It is difficult to sum up 46 years in 5 or so minutes. |
hope | have given you a brief insight. |1 haven’t even
mentioned the (WMS) Women’s Missionary Society,
the Ladies Goodfellowship Society, or the Women’s
Auxiliary, all of whom were parts of those who
became the U.C.W. in 1962.

If you see us sitting together at coffee hour, we are
just catching up on each others’ lives. Come and join
us —we’d love it!
Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Reid-Cass

THE GREEN TEAM

Last summer a seed of an idea was germinated. After
taking on initiatives through Greening Sacred Spaces,
and encouraging the congregation to take part in
David Suzuki’s Nature Challenge, what would be
next? Well the leaves of this seed are beginning to
unfold. The Newtonbrook “Green Team” has been
formed with the intention of being a catalyst for
greening our community, and beyond.

A number of our Newtonbrook members recently
attended a forum called “A Green Awakening...”,
taking in workshops including: Community Gardens
and Local Food/ Mobilizing Change: Getting the
Community Involved/The Urgent Need for Change:
the Environment and Social Justice. We will be
sharing information from this event in the future.

Other events are upcoming which we invite you to
look into and attend. One for April Earth Week is
Earth Alert's Raising Environmental Conciousness
Dinner and Discussion on April 17, 6:30-9 pm at the
Multi-Faith Centre, U of T. “Mother Earth needs us to
tread lightly on her. How do we change deeply
embedded lifestyles and habits?” Swami Devamrita,
author, researcher, Yale graduate and traveling monk,
will present a practical alternative for modern people.
For more information go to urbanedgeyoga.com and
click on Earth Alert.

Also there is an Eco Festival being put on by Trinity-
St. Paul’s Centre for Faith, Justice and the Arts on
Sunday, May 3, as well as a Carbon Sabbath Initiative
presented by Kairos on May 9 at Trinity Presbyterian
Church York Mills. CSl is a group process directed to
help you calculate your carbon footprint and learn
ways to personally change and advocate for just and
sustainable energy. Additional information for these
events will be posted.

As you can see we are part of a wider and growing
faith-based movement to take better care of our home,
Planet Earth, so join us in this interesting and
important journey.
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OFFICE MEMORIES

“Twas 1959 this present church was built
a new song to sing was what people felt
a beautiful sanctuary — God’s presence was here

when we reached in, then out, then up, God came near.

Beside the choir loft, just outside the door,

a room with big cupboards and shelves for the scores
of music and choir gowns- this was the space

and everything in it had it’s own place.

But a brief four years later (all part of the boom)
the people kept coming — we needed more room
who made the decision I’'m really not sure —

but out went the choir, a second clergy the cure.

Rev. H.C. Burkholder, he said was his name

and Christian Education was the name of his game.
For four years he served here, the youth was his lot
he then was replaced by the Reverend McNaught.

Now | don’t know what happened but I will confess
he lasted one year — so we went Deaconess-

Sara E. Harrison was a sweet, friendly thing,

who knew all that went on and was so welcoming.

For six years this office was a happening place

then Robert G. Gillingham moved into the space.
Staff Associate they called him — he was so full of fun
and his pasta blasta’s - they were second to none.

Too soon his time ended - we felt in a jam

when along came a lady named Pauline Graham.
She put things in order, did not miss a trick

and before we knew it — she had finished her shtick.

Along came Paul Logan — the office did change

toilet paper and cookies, his fund raiser range.

The young folk did love him, oh, how the group grew
two years went too quickly then he moved on too.

This time we were ready — gave M&P a push

they found us a new gal, her name was Jan Bush.
Creative, theatrical, energy galore

the drama was wonderful — but the poor office floor!

Nine years Jan was with us, then she had to move on
and next in the office came Brian Nicholson.

The youth came out Sunday’s and yes were involved
the Friday night outings were most fun- when solved.

Too soon his time ended, oh, what will we do
a new season started and the youth group too.
Then Presbytery called — our problems resolved
a new supply minister will again walk our halls.

Rearranging the office —youth friendly and all
with drums and a keyboard and cart full of balls.
Just nicely settled and into routine — when

a knock on the door - changed the whole scene.

See, a problem arose with our Drop Inn crew -

a small room is needed for a doctor or two

can someone please help us — oh, dear, what to do
our music man Taylor came to the rescue.

Remember the choir loft and the south side door -

the room with the cupboards and shelves for the scores?
It’s Taylor’s new office — this room with a view

and believe it or not, our supply’s in there too!

So, the room’s gone full circle in its fifty odd years

some wonderful memories and very few tears.

Change just keeps on happening — of that there’s no doubt
but we all keep on smilin’ as we’re jostled about!

Submitted by: Ellen Redcliffe

About me ...
Did you know that:

| returned to school after all the kids were out of the house
and on their own?.... | attended university of Toronto for
my B.A.2.... | was a student at Emmanuel College (U of
T) with Allan Baker, earning an M.Div.?... | served my
time on internship at Vanier Correctional Institute for
Women?...

| was ordained at Eastminster U. C. on the Danforth where
I served until retirement?... In 1998 | was diagnosed with
cancer and my response was to buy a yellow bug, buy a
new home, and enroll in the Doctoral program at
McCormick Seminary at the university of Chicago? (I
figured that if I kept moving death wouldn’t find me too
easily.) It worked!... | love to spend time with family,
travel, cook, entertain, read and play scrabble?... This
summer | will spend time at our cottage getting acquainted
with my keyboard and planning a flower garden?

Ellen Redcliffe
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THE PENULTIMATE PAGE

Which is where we put everything that won’t fit anywhere
else but is just as important....

REFLECTIONS - A NEW LOOK

Your newsletter is slowly evolving as we embrace 21
century technology. We have a new web site with a lot
more information at our fingertips. REFLECTIONS will
be available for download in PDF format. This will be our
primary method of distribution in order to reduce our
carbon footprint (and the amount of paper we use for the
print version). However, do not be concerned, the print
version will still be available for those who do not have
internet access, or who still prefer the print version.

Sorry, but it won’t be the full colour version you’ll see on
the web site.

What is still missing in this issue? Pictures... Photos...
Please folks, we need your pics! Surely there are cameras
out there in this digital age that will allow you to e-mail
me your interesting photos of church life and events. We
need to show just how alive this congregation is to the
world around us, locally and in cyberspace! We want our
newsletter to be a reflection of that life and vitality —
another way of enticing people inside our doors to see for
themselves.

DRIVERS NEEDED!

One reality of our membership is the fact that many are
getting O-L-D, and either can no longer drive or have
decided to move into a retirement community. Either way,
they would still like to attend Newtonbrook United. To do
so they need a ride. We need more drivers who are willing
to commit their time before AND after church to provide
the transportation for our senior citizens — and anyone else
who would not otherwise be able to attend on Sunday.

To offer your services please contact the church office,
phone: 416-222-5417.
Or e-mail: newtonbrookunitedchurch@bellnet.ca

VOLUNTEERS
Of course we’re always looking for volunteers. Check out
our web site for the many opportunities to serve.
http://www.newtonbrookunitedchurch.ca

START-UP BASKETS

As you may already know, when women leave the North
York Women’s Shelter to begin their new lives, they
receive a Start-Up Basket from your donations here at
Newtonbrook United Church.

The basket we give them is a new laundry basket and it is
filled with cleaning supplies and other household products
we may have on hand. To each woman and child in the
family we give a new pillow, a set of gently used bedding
and towels. At times it is possible to give them new small
sets of dishes & cutlery.

Since this Outreach project began in 2005, we have given
baskets to 65 women and their children. Last year alone
we gave baskets to 20 ladies and 27 children.

We have had the pleasure of delivering these baskets to the
women at the shelter and having them received with such
gratitude.

You can help by donating:

New Pillows, laundry baskets, sets of dishes and cutlery
for a potential family of 4.

Gently Used Sheets and blankets (please mark size if
possible) .

Towels and face cloths.

These and any other useful items can be left on the grey
bin at the bottom of the stairs by the office. Cash
donations can be given to Janet Love, Linda Patrick, or in
your offerings envelope marked.....

Other Appeal $ (Name of appeal)

Women'’s Shelter

Thank you for you help. Believe me, the women and
children at the shelter will really appreciate your
thoughtfulness.
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MILESTONES

Baptisms
< Nolan Fox Carriere, son of David Carriere and Olivia Grace on
November 30, 2008.

Deaths

D Mabel Busch on November 22, 2008

<& Edith Henderson on December 5, 2008
<& Alan Mahood on December 7, 2008

<& Lorraine Pridham on December 9, 2008
< Robert McCague on February 14, 2009
<& Donalda McFarland on March 3, 2009

Next Newsletter Deadline: Sunday May 24™ 2009 Your Contact is:
(Summer Edition) Telephone No.:

A FEW PHOTOS FROM OUR MARCH 22"° SERVICE & SOCIAL TIME






